Planning Department Welcomes New
Inspector CheyAnne Brown!

The recent snowfall, while routine for us in the
Eastern Piedmont, came as a major novelty to the
Planning Department’'s newest staff member.
CheyAnne Brown began work as the city's
planning inspector on September 10, replacing
Dale Hill who resigned in July to move with his
family to Orlando, Florida.

CheyAnne was raised on a small orange farm in
the Fresno, California area, where they get no
snow. A recent graduate of San Francisco State
University, CheyAnne was already familiar with
Hagerstown, as she has spent the past several
summers with friends and relatives in the area.
CheyAnne decided that the east coast was the
place for her, and moved here soon after
graduation.

A resident of the Halfway area, CheyAnne’s
hobbies include traveling, photography and
spending time with friends.

The position of planning inspector was created in
2004 when the massive building boom and our
urban revitalization efforts made it clear thatréhe
was a need for proactive and efficient site
development inspection and ordinance
enforcement. CheyAnne is now responsible for
conducting hundreds of inspections every year,
varying from unregistered vehicle complaints, to
enforcing site plan requirements for such large
projects as the new Stonehouse Square Shopping
Center. Welcome CheyAnne!
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Comprehensive Plan Draft Now in the
Hands of City Council

In November, the Planning Commission
concluded the preparation of a Draft
Comprehensive Plan, and forwarded it to the
Mayor and City Council for their consideration
and adoption. This concludes a 30-month process
which began in early 2005. State Law requires
that comprehensive plans be reviewed every six
years. Given major changes in the business
climate of Hagerstown since the adoption of the
last plan in 1997, it was determined that a whole
new plan was needed to adequately address such
vital issues as annexation, downtown
revitalization and water and sewer capacity. The
Council has scheduled several review meetings to
review the Draft with staff, chapter by chapter,
and it is anticipated that a public hearing on the
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Draft Plan will be held in late January.
Beautification Advisory Committee

The newly formed Hagerstown Beautification
Advisory Committee is currently working on
concepts for several initiatives to help the
aesthetic element of the City's revitalization
efforts. Among these concepts are:

Adopt a Spot - Identifying city-owned areas that
could be attractive community areas with

additional landscaping, and identifying volunteer
individuals, groups and businesses that would
adopt and landscape those locations.

Adopt a Planter - Identifying locations around the
downtown area where the city could provide
sidewalk planters, and volunteers and business
owners could install plantings in the containers to
improve the appearance of downtown.

City Gateways - The Committee is discussing
ways that the City could improve the appearance
of its gateway corridors. These gateways are the
radial spine roads that are the primary means for
travelers to enter and leave downtown. Examples
would include US 40, Frederick Street, Virginia
Avenue, Pennsylvania Avenue and Potomac
Avenue/Street.

The Committee also provided a positive
recommendation to the Mayor and Council
regarding the proposed donation and installation
of an
antique
bronze
water
fountai

n in
Park
Circle
(see
related
article).

“Land Management Code” Being
Reviewed by the Planning Commission

The Planning Department’s efforts to combine
and reorganize its four primary land management
and development ordinances into a single “land
management code” has taken another step forward
when the Planning Commission began to review
the proposed new structure and minor content
changes in November. As we go to press, the
Planning Commission has completed review of
the first four of the eight chapters of the prombse
code. It is anticipated that it will be ready for
public hearing in early February. Once the
Planning Commission votes to forward it onto the
Mayor and Council, that body will then conduct
a hearing and vote on adoption.

Once this revised structure is adopted and the
Comprehensive Plan is adopted in early 2008, this
new “Code” and its easier to use format will be
used to more effectively and efficiently review
and revise existing regulations to implement the
policies of the newly adopted Comprehensive
Plan.

Quit Claim Process Involves
Mediated Public Meeting

A recent request for the quit claim of a streédttrig

of way in the City’s north end generated so much
public interest, the Planning Commission
requested the applicant conduct a public
information meeting to solicit comments from the
public. Given the contentious nature of the
discussion, the Washington County Community
Mediation Center was invited to moderate the
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meeting, which was held at Northern Middle
School. Approximately 150 people attended the
meeting, which lasted about 2 hours.

This format was successful, and the Planning
Department would definitely consider future
mediation services from WMCMC when dealing
with public airing of controversial issues.
Fountains for a More

Beautiful Hagerstown

guided by a set of adopted guidelines. The most
recent versions of the guidelines date back to the
early 1990s. Since then, the character of the
districts have matured, the authority of the

Commission has expanded, and new substitute
materials have come on the market that are
acceptable for use in historic districts, but were
not available when the former guidelines were

adopted. The Commission has two sets of
guidelines; one for downtown and one for the

In 2007, the Planning
Department assisted in
the procurement of grang
funding to underwrite
improvements to
Pangborn Park.  The
funding was secured,
and through the efforts
of the City Engineer and
the Parks Department
renovations to Pangborn
Park were completed,
including the installation
of a new fountain (see
photo).

Also, a proposal has
been received from the
Hagerstown Garden
Club to donate a highly

ornate antique bronze
fountain for installation
in Park Circle (in front of City Park). Materials
have been provided to the Mayor and City Council
for their consideration, but no decisions regarding
accepting the donation, or budgeting to prepare
the circle for the installation of the fountain leav
been made at this time. More details to come!

Preservation Commission Completes
Work on Revised Guidelines

Decisions made by the PDDC regarding whether
work should be approved in historic districts are

three residential historic districts of Oak Hill,
Prospect Street and Potomac-Broadway.

In 2005, the Planning Department was fortunate to
secure a volunteer student intern who was
interested in doing the work necessary to update
the guidelines. Lauren Krempa from Virginia
Tech worked for several months with the
Commission to create new structure and content
for these documents. In 2006-07, Melissa Hynes
and Alex Rohrbaugh worked with the
Commission to create camera-ready final products
with appropriate illustrations and photographs.
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The downtown guidelines were adopted earlier
this year and the residential guidelines were
adopted on December 6. Alex is now working on
incorporating the Commission’s final edits and

corrections and preparing the documents for
public access on the city website, publication on
CDs (in color), and the printing of a supply of

hard copies (in black and white).

News Blurbs

Funding has been secured and
construction will begin soon on the new
Barbara Ingram School for the Arts on
South Potomac Street.

On the same block, work has begun on
widening South Potomac Street sidewalks
so that restaurants along that street can
open sidewalk dining areas.

The proposed revised parking
requirements for downtown are in front of
the Mayor and City Council. The
proposed amendments are expected to
help generate new infill construction and
adaptive reuse of currently vacant upper
levels in existing buildings in the
downtown area.

The new Stone House Square Shopping
Center on Leitersburg Pike and the new
Shoppes at Hagerstown on Garland Groh
Boulevard are nearing completion.

Hagerstown has been selected as the
location for the 2008 Maryland State
Historic Preservation Conference, hosted
by the Maryland Historical Trust and
Preservation Maryland. It will be held
downtown in May on the Thursday and
Friday before Bluesfest.

Representatives of the Maryland
Association of Historic District
Commissions visited the Planning

Department and the Preservation Design
District Commission in November as part
of an eight-jurisdiction tour of historic
commissions around the state. The
representatives of MAHDC were
particularly impressed with the operations
of our commission, especially the legal
sufficiency and completeness of motions
made by members in deciding cases.
Planner Alex Rohrbaugh recently attended
the annual conference of the Pennsylvania
Planning Association, which was held in
November in Gettysburg. This one-day
program highlighted such issues as urban
redevelopment and parking lot lighting.

The company that owns Long Meadow
Shopping Center is currently processing a
site plan for the rehabilitation of that
prominent facility, including reuse of the
Sears building for retail and offices, major
landscaping upgrades, select demolitions
on the rear of the center along Oak Hill
Avenue, and construction of two new
freestanding buildings. They are currently
working out road improvement issues
with the State Highway Administration.

Two site plans have been received for the
Kensington Commercial Park on Eastern
Boulevard. One for a branch of Orrstown

Bank has been approved, while one for a
Greene Turtle restaurant is pending.

A development plan for the 29-acre “Light
Property” behind the Eastern Boulevard
Food Lion has been approved by the
Planning Commission, which will resultin

the creation of 18 lots for future

commercial development.

Construction will soon begin on the
conversion of the old Holiday Motel on
West Washington Street to office
condominiums, and the rehabilitation of
the old MSO office building on South
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Potomac Street for residential condos.

The City has annexed 12.25 acres along
Broadfording and Hollyhock Roads for
future commercial development.

The Planning Department wishes
everyone a happy, healthy and safe holiday
season and 2008!
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